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Dear Mr. Penrose,

The Historic Slough Town Hall, Bath Road, Slough, SL1 3UQ – Request for Grade II Listing
I am writing in support of the recent appeal lodged with your office for Slough Town Hall to be protected with Grade II listed status. I make the following points in support of the building being Grade II listed:
1) Architectural Merit – As you know, the government’s statutory adviser, English Heritage has concluded that the building meets the required criteria for Grade II listing. 

2) Slough’s reputation and Sir John Betjeman - In spite of a dislike for Slough, Betjeman specifically admired the town hall and would no doubt be appalled at its possible demolition. Betjeman brought Slough to the nation’s attention with his 1937 poem “Slough” and the town hall is therefore part of this legacy together with BBC’s “The Office”. The building has a historic association with an internationally renowned town that produced the world’s first industrial estate. 

3) The Historic Town Hall makes up a mere 19.15% of the town hall site – Slough Borough Council can still sell off the 1980s extensions to the rear of the historic building and the car parks, which make up over 80% of the site. 

4) Alternative Uses – The building has many possible uses and should continue in use as the council’s headquarters. However, a possible use is a new home for Slough Museum, which requires larger premises in a more historic setting. This would save the Council’s money as it would no longer have to rent the museum’s high street shop. 
5) Precedents – Wallington and Trafford town halls are in a very similar style and period to Slough and both have been recently listed. Plymouth Civic Centre was also listed in spite of a barrage of opposition. Unlike Plymouth, there is no public dislike for Slough Town Hall!  Why can’t Slough be listed too?

6) Positive Outcome and Civic Pride - Should our Historic Town Hall be listed, it would be a very positive outcome for all parties, but especially the town of Slough, English Heritage, DCMS and yourself. The town hall is the most positive manifestation of civic pride in the town and this is acknowledged by English Heritage. 
This landmark building is admired by thousands as they pass through Slough each day. With its high profile A4 location opposite Salt Hill Park, stately and imposing façade, flag pole, cedar tree and gardens, it is a scene of beauty, focus of civic pride and legacy for future generations. Over 1200 people signed the online petition asking for the building to be listed.
I hope that you can act in accordance with the wishes of local people and list Slough Town Hall as soon as possible before Slough Borough Council damages or demolishes the building, which would be a tragedy for a town that is not blessed with many beautiful buildings. 

Yours sincerely,

